
Knitting from Charts 
Every Other Row (EOR) Charts 

 
There are basically three types of charts used in knitting patterns today.  These charts are 
all based on a grid that you read across, from left to right or right to left, depending on the 
chart. 
 
The three types of charts used in knitting are listed below. 
 
EOR or every other row 
ERF or every row flat 
ERC or every row circular 
 
All of these charts are to be worked from the bottom of the page upwards. 
 
EOR charts are used in knitting flat items and are read from right to left.  In this type of 
chart every other row is charted.  These rows will be numbered along the right side of the 
chart and will be either even or odd numbers.  The wrong side rows are called “return 
rows” and are usually knitted the same every time and therefore do not need to be 
charted. 
 
ERF charts are used in knitting flat items and are read starting from right to left on the 
first row and left to right on the second row.  The chart continues in this manner with the 
odd numbers, usually, going along the right side and the even numbers going along the 
left side of the chart. 
 
ERC charts are used in circular knitting and are read from right to left.  Every row is 
charted from right to left and the row numbers will go up along the right side of the chart, 
1, 2, 3, etc. 
 
Knitting charts are simply grids with every square filled in with a symbol or empty space 
to represent a particular stitch (or no stitch) in the knitted piece.  The practice chart for 
this exercise is 7 squares (or stitches) wide and 5 squares (or rows) tall. 
 
The chart is numbered on the right side, beginning at the bottom.  This may seem odd at 
first, but if you think about it (as a right handed knitter) the chart is laid out in a way that 
represents the direction you are knitting your piece. 
 
At the bottom of the chart for this exercise is a legend.  This legend shows you what to do 
when you reach a particular symbol.  Each symbol represents a unique stitch, yarn over, 
etc. 
 
By following the symbols across the row to the end and doing exactly what each symbol 
tells you to do you will be able to knit the entire row straight from the chart. 
 



After every charted row you do, do a return (even) row and then begin the next charted 
row from the right side again, following what the symbols tell you to do.  For this 
exercise, work the return rows as k1, p5, k1. 
 
Some people use a magnet to cover up the last row they completed.  I prefer using the 
highlighter tape to cover the row I have just completed.  This allows me to still see the 
row below the row I am working on and it makes it a little easier to catch knitting errors 
as I go along. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Secret of the Stole I, II, and III patterns use an EOR chart.  This means that the pattern 
rows are charted and the return rows are not. The instructions contain the information you 
will need to do the return rows. 
 
We hope you enjoyed the video and are now confident that reading a knitting chart is not 
so hard.  We look forward to sharing our charted designs with you in the Secret of the 
Stole Knit a Long’s and, as always, please let us know what you think by leaving us a 
comment or suggestion on the DeborahFillmer.com website. 
 
Fair Winds and Happy Knitting, DK 
 
 


